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Goldbes
column is off
today.

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

New environmental-cost rule will help utilities and

By Jeff Davls
vecont Post-Disparch editorial
failed 0 capture or (0 coavey che
ce of the Missonuti Pub

equipment to camply with new foderal
mandates. The federal carbon repula-
tions supported by the Post-Disparch ia
previous editorials oould cost ratcpayers

lie ‘3':nlu. Commission's upproval of a

sy for utiliticy o recover the cost of
complying with eaviroamental require-
alof um environmen-

et Oue iy
1l cumt revove

stant it us 1o Missowrd wtilities but
ali o the comsumiens whe benefit from
{he ffickency of service these utilities
privlde.
Tvoted to upprove guldelines for
BCRM applications becawse the people
e 0 tlght e know what they are
The utilities we vegulate
entimate that they are going o have
to wpend mare than § billion on new

When the utilities we regulate show
up o the PSC's doorster asking M
souriams o wrktebigge chocks every
srinih, ther BERM by &

choume o use wlm-eulu:lm,glh--
rate hikes.

Conmmens — and the environment
— will b wervied better because we ane
vemoving the incentive uilities have to
wppow vew, toughes eavirmasenal e
ukulimln Abthouch some people believe
otherwise, T think the ECRM will speed
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carrying water for the districts and ‘nstitutions?™ ﬂiml Gladis of 51 Lowis County.
Read and talk aboit this letter and more lett

LT00ANcoM | €9

Wonday + Jorsh Caldter g, Pl Krugnan
s Matreen Dosl
1. i [t
Thursday « Falhlcen Parkes

saturday * tlen GoodT

-Emsa-.‘mnlmmmhﬂﬂsdmmmnnmhesmne
Department of Elementary and
2 Stucents, heir axpaying garents and residents ane ther GSICTs vorers instea of

Juff Davis

% our state and nation

wextendend period o

one In nlu‘.-h every kilowate counts.
The Mo

Disatcheocial wd

the mmuau i of
devices because utilitics will know they
can recover the cost of daing so. Al the
sume time, consumens will know what a

huve ifithad
mentioned that ECRM :hup:- are
limited to upgrades required by law,
are limited to 2.5 percent of a utiliey's.

consumers

¥ may be
i 2 regular rate case in which the PSC
considers the entire rate structure of the
company, its revenues and expenses.
The PSC ks required by Missouri

Jarwe 0 o tlicies t recover thelr
prudently incurred costs, phis the op-
potumiy tocum a faf etur ot

5p as
quickly as possible,

16 easy t say you suppost policies
ta clean up our environment when you
don't have to ask the poo, the clderly on
fucid oorad wd Wi e
trying to compete in R
piact o payfor . In the Unied Seaes,
that respuersb ity his been defegaed
10 s the

&

e
the erwirvamental cost recvery chang
an m wary 1o phiase in o rve increase and
actually save coosumen money in the
procees.

Missour s enargy infrastructure is ig-
ing. Because Missouri s ro dependent

o coal — B percent — for the genera-
thon of electricity, we must aggressively
pursue every legitimate way to meet our
increasing demand for electricity inun

SOCIETY

POLITICS

¥ P

Miwouri PSC. We can't prevent these
15 of experses feom driving up your
ity bills, bt we can work (o mini-
mize the effect of government-inposed
manchuies, 1 iisd propeily, th anviro-
mental cost recovery mechanism guids-
lines adopted by the PSC could help us
do that.

i s chaeman of b Missour Publi Sorvics
Conmision

Shift in issue
priorities
favors Clinton

Keeping pace with the pace

of change is

By Tarrence Freeman

impossible.

know some things:
By 20I8. the winner of our upcoming presidential
election willuw:nwn-ulufndkct-nl lemta

cmnerats wom the

2006 election largely

thanks > public dis-
st with the Iraq war. Hut
polks — and Hillary Clintoa’s
big victory in Ohin — sugzest
that if the Dermecrats want to
win this year, they have to fo-
cus oa economic anxicty.

i it that ek Tht
belief i one reason many
progressives ferveatly sup-
poct Bazack Olama,
FRy —
of the war, sven
theasgh i dosmstic
platiorm s sume-
what to the right of
Clinton's.

bzt comcern,
True, the news from Traq
probably will turn worse
again. Meanwhile, 2 hefty
majority of votees continue
10 say that the war was & mis-
take, and peaple are as angry
as ever about the $10 billion a
month wasted oa the neocons’
Folly.

declared om a number of

said any such thing.

Fiest, of course, e Deqn-
crats Rave to setle on  nomi-
nee. And the shit in clecmral

Some people reject that fiocus from Iraq o economic
idea. They believe that this  ansiety clearly plays to Clin-
clection should be another  ton's strengths.
referendum on the war and, According to exit polls,
kg v e, st e ped ot
about the vy America was  Clincon ameng Ohio voters

who coaides [rag the most
irpostant issue — but thess
volers cast naly 19 percent

of the Ballots in the

o
of voters citing the
ecanomy as the most

Asan early op- % importane issue and by
posent of the war 16 paints among those
‘myself. Tunder- who cited health cure,

Clincon's winming: mar-

in was twice 45 large

among those whe
o

s g thise whes weren't
Why s Obam pumbled
whe il comes (o economic
st Well, o health care
— which is tied closely to
averall concerns about fi-
nancial sec there
clear. substantive difference
between the candidates, with
the Clinton plan being signifi-

‘often wsk my students what they want thedr lives 3 canely stronger,
Im be like in 10 years. It's almost an impossible yeaz, minybe five. Danger still will cxist in the workd, et for the time being More broadly, I suspect that
question because ¥o much cin change i that and somewhere there will be devastating and incom: public optimism abouc Irag 3 the Obima mystique — I|ls
thme, bt 1 atil] wient them to think about possibilitics, prehensible trapody. For some of us, markal status rising: §3 percent of the public  carefully creuted imi
ool il cholces. 1 want them to think sbout resgon-  will change from 5~ 1o “m o “d" and maybe back Belluves thit che Unided Scais ituaaformatlona weh tran
wibility and commitment. 10 -m." Sume of ioday’s chikdren will be grauates definitely or peobably will seencent fiime — has cesatisd

Tovery thme | advive a student, 1 also reflect oa
he ncoelerating change of e Lt 10 yrmu In early

ol high schools, collepes, techaical trainiag coues,
medical and Law schools, graduate programs and

succesd in achieving its goals.
This suggests that anper ibout

bkl amog those -
convineed that he's inteeestisd

199, Clarence Hatimon was d military academies. the war i ek I Ce outsenndebolin waek of
andd Bz Went fall wis S Louis Souvwe of us will redire, somse will change jobs and wive in the election, fixiogt things. Ohin »mrmww
O giver « Mel saseme will e it carneers tad have e state of the econony, e eely (0 uay thal O

oue senators were Kit Bond
Asherof. President Clinton had not yet
bean Inpeached, and no one expect
that Texan Gow, George W, Bush would be
the next president of che United States. A
Btvyear-old Barack Obama had served in
the Tlinois Senate for only 4 yer
Internationaily, Benuzir Bhutto had
been out of office as priae minister of
Pakistan for lews fham o yrars, and
Prerver Mushar:

Putin was i deputy ¢ d stall. Africa
Sl wag reeling from the Rwandan geancide, the

vadio, The "state of the are* Pentium 11 ehip was run-
‘ning Windows 95 and dot-coms were the rage. We
weren' text messaging in the United States, PDAs
were in their infincy and no one owned a BlackBer-
13. DVD players and mevies on disc were less than a

ot yeot bews iovented. We will lose loved.
ones and welcome aew addithons 1o oor

extended families. We will be surrounded
by remarkable new techaologies. The In-
terstate 64 construction will be behind us

or s dexisiona. We can choose fo
Vead healthiet lives. We can take greater
‘care o ke wise fimancial decisions. We can respect
ad prooect the environment for those who will come
after us

We can discover, rediscover and share with others
the Zowoy, the Art Museum, the Missou tistory M

m, the Missouri Botanical Gandens, the Science

entor. the Black Rep and other virant local hemer
‘companies, the Muny and dazens of other (reasures.

We can make 3 difference in the ife of 3 child who
‘may grow up 1o become another King. Gandhi of
Mothes Teresa. Kind words, smiles, embeaces. com-

year old, MY files were the Intemet,
but Wapster had not yet becwme the firse mujor peer-
terpeer mline fle-sharing network

Vigh defnitio telesision seceivers soon weuld
eoume vl lm albeit at probabitively high prices.
Dl cameras were slangine the scieace, tough
ot Che art, of phowogeagly Thare was a0
« was belng voted off of islands, Fluto stil
was a planet and the Kyotn Protocal was just a few
wmontis vl

siments,
abundant resources — and

We can make 3 illm-w-ullwl-wr-llmn(
we start with the smaller things, the things we can
control.

Where do ymu want to be in 10 yean? | hope to ser

fast and in
and the pace is not slowing. What will we be doing
in 10 years? 165 inmpossible to say with precision, of
course, but calendars and human nature sllow us to

M of Amesica. Freeman b servec 2 2 coesabtart and vofustees for

e agencies.

an the wther hand, could well
give Democrats a huge advan-
tage — especially, to be blunt
about it wich white workiog-
class votars who supported

| President Bush in 2004,

| Evens at its best, the Bush
‘economy left most voters
wnimpressed: Only ance, in
l.lm:.lry NM"Z el slight

impites them — but e
likely to say that Clinton hag
aclear plan for the countey's
problemms,

And Obama's iyt o
win over waorkers by port

unap-
pearmnce prticularly cosily
fo & candi i

w A
year later, only 19 percent of
woters had o prod word for the
economy,

This collapse in economic
confidence has occurred even
though the full economic ¢f-
fiects of the implosion of the
housing market and che freez-
ing of the credit mackes have
et 1o be fele. As more things
fall apart, r.—prm ions only
will et w

'Allof this should work to
the Dewocrats” advamtise,
They can conteast the Cliaton
oo with the Bush bust; they
can make the case that Repub-
Tican economic idevlogy, with
fization on privatization
and deregnlation, helped get
s into this mess.

And John McCain can
be ridiculed as a man who

swe ibsove polenun sl
Thanks tn Twesdiy's resnlts,
e nomination fght will go
o 0 Pennesylvanta in Apeil
and probubly beyond — and
vightly s, 11's clenr now that
Clincen, like Obam, has
SN ERSS-FO0tS SUPPOTT
that cannot simply be brushed
aside without alienating voe-
ers that the party will badly
need. in November, 5o the
Democratic National Commit-
tee hetter pee moving on pluns
ov v Michigz and Flarid
aver togive the eventual
nusminee the legitimacy e or
she aeeds.

st convincingly
can ask: “Are you beteer off
now chan you were eight years
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